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NP Holds National Caucus in Johannesburg 


De Klerk Downplays Tension Rumors 


MB0310181695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1739 GMT 3 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Oct 3 
SAPA — National Party [NP] leader FW de Klerk 
on Tuesday [3 October] downplayed reports of tension 
within his party as the NP caucus again threw its full 
weight behind him. 


The caucus — which met at the World Trade Centre in 
Kempton Park — asked De Klerk to continue promoting 
the interests of South Africa and the party in the 
government of national unity, a NP statement said. 


"The caucus will support him unconditionally in his dual 
role in which he also acts as opposition on behalf of 
the National Party and the millions of South Africans 
who share our values.” It said it looked forward "with 
enthusiasm" to a future under De Klerk’s leadership. 


Speaking after the meeting, De Klerk downplayed 
reports of internal tensions within the NP, saying the 
meeting had been "vibrant, positive and inspirational" 
as it had focused on the future. 


The caucus had focused on a strategic plan on how to 
take a stable and prosperous South Africa into the next 
century and how to ensure a decisive role for the NP. 


The caucus had also discussed NP constitutional pro- 
posals contained in its discussion document titled "Our 
Future Together". The document would be sent to the 
provinces and grassroots members for consultation. 


De Klerk Discusses Party’s Future 


MBO0310191895 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1548 GMT 3 Oct 95 


[Telephone interview with National Party leader F.W. 
de Klerk at the World Trade Center in Kempton Park 
by announcer San Reddy in the Johannesburg studio on 
the "PM Live" program — live] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Reddy] The National Party 
has just concluded an important meeting of its extended 
caucus to decide, amongst other things, the future of the 
party. On the line now from the World Trade Center is 
National Party leader F.W. de Klerk. Mr. de Klerk, what 
was the purpose of the conference? 


[De Klerk] Well, firstly it’s a scheduled meeting. At 
least twice a year, we bring our nine provincial caucuses 
together with our central caucus, and we then refer 
to it as the national caucus. The agenda was focused 
on two main issues. The first was strategic planning: 
Where do we want to be after the year 2000? What do 
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we want to have for South Africa and all its people? 
We therefore focused and gave impetus to a process of 
defining our vision for the next century, our vision as 
to how we can make South Africa a winning nation, as 
to the role that we intend to play in achieving making 
of our country a winning country. We focused and 
Started a process to define that vision, a mission, our 
specific role in that process of making our vision come 
real...[break in transmission] our future together, which 
is nOW an integrated presentation of all our submissions 
to the various theme committees in the Constitutional 
Assembly, and that is now a discussion document which 
will be taken down to grassroots in the National Party 
with report-back in a little bit more than a month’s time. 


[Reddy] Mr. de Klerk, in terms of defining that vision 
can you give us...[pauses] what is that vision that you 
have in mind there? 


[De Klerk] Well, the vision is clearly stated from time 
to time, if we are now talking about a new formulation, 
a packaging of everything that we stand for. It’s not as 
if we are looking for a new policy. It’s not as if we 
don’t know where we want to go. We want stability. 
We want prosperity for the whole of South Africa. We 
want development for underdeveloped sections of our 
community. We want housing. We want a better life for 
all our people, but we are talking about, in (?strategic) 
planning. How do you package that? How do you get 
that message across? [break in transmission]...a new 
dream now that we’ve given birth to the new South 
Africa. Where do we want to take this new South Africa 
when it’s no longer new? What must it look like? 


[Reddy] There’s been a lot of talk about internal 
wrangling in your party, especially between Mr. Kriel 
and Mr. Roelf Meyer. Was that focused at this meeting, 
as well? 


[De Klerk] Well, none of the prophecies of the doom 
prophets came true in any way whatsoever. The caucus 
took place in a very, very good spirit. It was very 
positive. I would not be overstating to say it was 
inspiring. We are united as a team, and there was no 
false sounds and no confrontations and no fights in the 
caucus or in the run-up to the caucus. Yesterday we held 
three important meetings of our executive committee, 
our federal council, and all ministers together from 
the provinces and the central government, and we are 
moving forward. We’ve turned our face into the wind, 
and if anybody is waiting for a hiccup and tensions, they 
will be waiting in vain. 


[Reddy] Well, thanks very much for joining us. That's 
the leader of the National Party, Mr. F.W. de Klerk. 
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NP Presents Constitutional Proposals 


MB0310194295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1840 GMT 3 Oct 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG OCT 3 
SAPA — The National Party [NP] on Tuesday [3 
October] unveiled its detailed constitutional proposals 
for increased minority rights and greater powers for the 
Senate and provinces. Its proposals included provision 
in the final constitution for a multiparty Cabinet. 


"In modern states, where the executive has become 
the most powerful, prominent and influential branch of 
government, the representation of minorities in decision- 
making cannot be limited to the legislature and must be 
extended to the executive." 


This was important to ensure peace and Stability in a 
diverse suciety, said the NP document released after the 
party’s extended caucus meeting at the World Trade 
Centre in Kempton Park. 


It suggests the extension of provincial powers and a 
greater restriction on parliament's powers to over-ride 
the provinces. 


"Parliament should not be allowed to encroach on the 
geographical, functional and institutional integrity of the 
provinces," the document says. 


It also contains proposals to strengthen the status and 
powers of locai authorities. 


The final constitution should recognise the role of mi- 
nority parties in parliament and the provincial legisla- 
tures, the document sys. 


Minorities should be able to establish statutory cultural 
councils that can exercise decision-making powers over 
cultural matters and speak on behalf of minorities. 


In addition to guarantees in the Bill of Rights on 
language, cultural, religious aid educational rights, 
South Africa should become a party to the International 
Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to 
National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities, 
the document says. 


A special Commission on Cultural Affairs should be 
established as a watchdog over minority protection, 
and the Constitutional Court’s composition should be 
adapted to provide for effective minority representation. 


The NP suggests the constitution’s preamble should 
refer to “our humble submission to Almighty God" and 
that national symbols remain the same, with a combined 
version of the two shortened national anthems to be used 
where appropriate. 
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The present voting system of proportional representation 
should be retained, but with proper voters’ lists for 
future elections. 


Provision should be ma?e for parties to formally desig- 
nate MPs and Senators to districts in order to properly 
link voters and their representatives. 


The Senate should remain as a fully-fledged second 
chamber of parliament, but the ten senators per province 
should be elected indirectly by the provincial legisla- 
tures on a proportional basis in order to strengthen their 
links with their provinces. 


"The present powers of the Senate should be strength- 
ened as against the National Assembly, especially with 
regard to the resolution of [passage indistinct] the office 
of the head of state should be renamed State President, 
with provision for one of two deputies. 


The NP proposes provisions for Constitutional Court 
judges to be elected by parliament on a multiparty 
basis, with terms of office of justices of the court to 
be staggered in order to promote continuity. 


The NP also says the arrangement in terms of which 
one third of the members of a legislature can ask for 
legislation to be referred to the Constitutional Court 
should be changed to accommodate sma!l parties if 
[passage indistinct], or all members of minority parties. 


The NP proposes a strengthening of the Bill of Rights, 
with effective protection for the language, cultural, 
religious and educational rights of minorities. "It should 
be made clear that educational institutions based on a 
common language, religion or culture shall be entitled 
to State funds without any discrimination." 


Affirmative action should not be allowed to infringe 
constitutional rights and property rights should be 
retained. The NP also suggests socio-economic rights be 
extended by inclusion of a right to a minimum standard 
of living. 


ANC: Buthelezi Seeks Constitutional Crisis 


MB0310192795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1902 GMT 3 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} JOHANNESBURG Oct 3 
SAPA — Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] leader Mango- 
suthu Buthelezi was trying to provoke a constitutional 
crisis which would lead KwaZulu/Natal into further un- 
certainty and confusion, the African National Congress’ 
National Executive Committee [NEC] said on Tuesday 
[3 October]. 


In a statement released on Tuesday evening after the 
NEC’s weekend meeting in Johannesburg, the ANC said 


[This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-192 
4 October 1995 


it had discussed deveiopments in the IFP-led province, 
including the escalating violence. The IFP’s failure to 
offer any vision or effective government in KwaZulu/ 
Natal had deepened its own inner party crisis and 
divisions. 

"Against this background, Mangosuthu Buthelezi is, 
once more, playing a very dangerous game of brinkman- 
ship. He is clearly trying to provoke a national constitu- 
tional crisis, and carry the province into a further down- 
ward spiral of uncertainty and confusion." 


The NEC affirmed that KwaZulu/Natal’s problems were 
national problems and that ANC structures in the 
province needed to enjoy the full organisational and 
strategic support of its national head office. 


Buthelezi, who is also Home Affairs Minister, became 
the centre of controversy at the weekend over reports 
that he had instructed Home Affairs officials to help 
draft a provincial Electoral Act to enable KwaZulu/ 
Natal to declare a snap election. The interim constitution 
States that provincial elections can only be conducted in 
terms of the national Electoral Act. 


The IFP’s national council also resolved at the weekend 
that it would call for fresh elections in KwaZulu/Natal 
if broad consensus on a constitution for the province 
was not reached by year end. 


Buthelezi has denied he went over Cabinet's head. 


As his department was responsible for elections, 
KwaZulu/Natal premier Frank Mdlalose had asked his 
Officials to investigate the issue in the light of a gap in 
the Electoral Act, he told supporters at the weekend. 


Modise Warns Against Underfunding Military 


MB0310133095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1109 GMT 3 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Oct 3 SAPA — 
Defence Minister Joe Modise on Tuesday [3 October] 
warned against under-investment in the SA [South 
Africa] National Defence Force [SANDF], stressing 
that peace-time spending on air power should not be 
questioned. 


"Waiting until the house is on fire before starting to 
install a sprinkler system is not a viable option,” he 
told the annual Sir Pierre van Ryneveld air power 
conference in Pretoria. Modise said defence spending 
in South Africa would probably remain low for some 
time. Military assistance to the police in dealing with 
domestic violence and crime would also continue to 
place a heavy burden on the defence budget. 


The SANDF had adopted a policy of maintaining a core 
force to provide for short-term contingencies and to 
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serve as the basis for possible expansion. "Nevertheless, 
there is a distinct danger that other commitments 
could result in loss of maintenance of conventional 
capabilities, leading to the loss of certain capabilities," 
Modise said. 


Restoring lost capabilities was not merely a matter of 
"throwing enough money at the problem". Procuring so- 
phisticated equipment and getting it operational could 
take 10 years or longer. Acquiring expertise to handle 
such equipment was even more difficuit, Modise said. 
This especially applied to the air force. "In an uncertain 
world the peace-time investment in air capability, en- 
abling offensive and defensive action autoncinously or 
in support of surface forces, should be unquestioned." 


Modise said a balance should at the same time be 
struck between immediate security needs and defence 
needs of the future. The constitution stipulated that the 
SANDF should primarily be defensive in fulfilling its 
task, and the country had no aggressive intent against 
any other state. Such a posture did not exclude tactically 
offensive action. Possessing offensive weapons was not 
incompatible with a defensive orientation, Modise said. 


South African Air Force chief Lt-Gen James Kriel 
echoed this view, saying an offensive military capability 
had an important role in deterring potential attacks. A 
purely non-offensive approach would also mean fighting 
on home ground. "While the concept may thus be a good 
way of improving crisis stability between states acting 
in good faith, it is a poor way of defending yourself 
when that stability collapses," Kriel said. 


No Conclusions Yet on NIA Official’s Death 


MB0310163595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1537 GMT 3 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Oct 3 SAPA — 
It was still too early to draw any definite conclusions on 
how National Intelligence Agency [NIA] security head 
Mziwendoda Mdluli died, Deputy Safety and Security 
Minister Joe Matthews said on Tuesday [3 October). 


Mdluli was found dead in his car in Pretoria on Monday 
morning. Police said he died from a gunshot wound to 
the head and that no foul play was suspected, but PAC 
[Pan-Africanist Congress] general secretary Maxwell 
Nemadzivhanani said the circumstances of Mdluli’s 
death were ":vspicious". Mdluli was a former Azanian 
Peoples Liberation Ariiy commander. 


Speaking after attending a meeting of parliament's 
Intelligence Committee, Matthews said he did not think 
any forensic or ballistic tests had been carried out yet. 
"Only after all investigations have been completed will 
it be possible to make a finding," he said. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


4 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Committee chairperson Lindiwe Sisulu-Guma said judg- 
ing from information relayed to the committee by the 
NIA, it "did not look like a suicide". She had been told 
that the bullet’s trajectory did not indicate a self-inflicted 
wound. 


Earlier on Tuesday, police said they were investigating 
the possibility that Mdluli had committed suicide. 


Despite Pan Africanist Congress claims of suspicious 
circumstances, police did not suspect foul play, police 
spokesman Cape Dave Harrington said. He added police 
were investigating Mdluli’s death. "All indications at the 
moment are that he committed suicide." 


Azapo Says Government Shifting Responsibility 


MB0310133995 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
3 Sep 95 p6 


[Report by political reporter Joe Mdhlela] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The notion that the local 
government will be an instrument used to fulfill the 
needs of the people is a fallacy aimed at shifting 
responsibility from the national Government to the local 
authorities, deputy president of the Azanian People’s 
Organisation |Azapo], Mr Pandelani Nefolovhodwe, 
said. Speaking at a time when campaigns for the 
local government elections are gaining momentum, 
Nefoiovhodwe said: "The failure by the Nelson Mandela 
Government to live up to the promise of bettering 
ordinary people’s lives is becoming an embarrassment 
to them." 


The solution to the country’s problem, said Ne- 
folovhodwe, was for the ANC and other liberation 
groupings to work for majority rule, not "this coalition 
type of governance”. 


He said as far as Azapo was concerned, the concept of 
local governance was used as a smoke screen to allow 
the national Government "some breathing place”. 


“What we are seeing now are councillors being put up 
as the neople who will definitely deliver while there will 
still he ; 


» funds to do so. 
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"The point Azapo is making is that to truly democratise 
this country, the majority party must take up al! state 
power, including control of the country’s economy. 


"Anything short of this will make the government weak 
and ‘nable to raise the funds it requires to improve the 
lives of the ordinary people," Nefolovhodwe said. 


Spokesman for the African National Congress Mr Ron- 
nie Mamoepa said Azapo’s thinking was flawed. He 
said: "The successful implementation of the Recon- 
struction and Development Programme is dependent on 
bringing government closer to the people, making it pos- 
sible for decisions on service delivery not to emanate 
from Cape Town or Pretoria but from where people 
live." 


Contralesa Expected To ‘Discipline’ ANC 


MBO0310112695 Durban iLANGA in Zulu 
28-30 Sep 95 p5 


[From the "Comment and Opinion" page: "Just wait for 
the hiding" — article published in English} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Congress of Traditional 
Leaders of South Africa (Contralesa), we have been told 
ad nauseam by the ANC, is not an ANC structure or 
front organization. Now it has a problem. 


The ANC, you see, wants to "discipline" the Contralesa 
leadership for having the audacity to challenge the ANC 
over the role of traditional leaders. And you cannot 
discipline a body that you have nothing to do with. 


The truth of the matter is that Contraiesa President 
Patekile Holomisa and Eastern Cape members under the 
leadership of Inkosi Mwelo Nonkanyana have finally 
realized that they have been used and that the ANC’s 
real agenda is the destruction of all traditional structures. 


Our guess is that it will come to pass that it is the ANC 
that will find itself disciplined in the not-too-distant 
future. And it is traditional leaders and their supporters 
who will administer the punishment — on the ground 
and through the ballot box. 
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Comoros 
French Troops Turn Nearby Island Into Camp 


EA0310201195 Mayotte Radio France Overseas 
in French 1600 GMT 3 Oct 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Following the events in the 
Comoros, military preparations are being stepped up in 
Mayotte. At Pamanzi airport, there has been an increase 
in equipment, helicopters, transalls [cargo aircraft] and 
so forth. However, the regular daily flight of the Air 
Astral company went as normal today as the airport 
was opened for three hours. 


Here, with a report on the situation is (Ismael Said 
Combo): 


[Begin (Combo) recording] An atmosphere of crisis is 
now prevailing ui Pamanzi airport. Certainly, everything 
looks that way. I invite you to draw your own conclu- 
sions: The airport is under tight military watch, five 
other transalls came to reinforce the four which have 
been there since yesterday, four Puma helicopters can 
be seen there, not to mention vehicles and several dozen 
armed men in uniform. Several tents have been put up. 
In any case, the scene is that of a proper military camp. 


Finally, it is worth noting that a white-colored transall 
took off this morning, but no information was given as 
to its destination. [passage omitted]. 


Finally, according to a statement issued by the staff of 
the Fasoi, the [French] Armed Forces of the Southern 
Indian Ocean Zone, the coup attempt now underway 
in the Comoros could endanger the lives of foreign 
nationals present in the country. France is thus taking 
protective measures, aimed at putting her armed forces 
stationed in the Indian Ocean region, among others, on 
alert. 


The 2nd (Rpina) Parachutist Company, the Mayotte 
Foreign Legion Detachment, the 181 Air Base Transalls 
and the National Navy are ready to implement any 
orders given by the Army staff in Paris. [end recording] 


Moroni Airfield Blockaded 


EA0310193195 Mayotte Radio France Overseas 
in French 1600 GMT 3 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] A week after President 
Mohamed Djohar was overthrown by mercenaries, the 
power is now in the hands of two civilians. They are 
Mohamed Taki [Abdulkarim] and [Prince] Said Ali 
Kemal. Here is (Abdou Mohamed Kaffi)’s report: 


[Begin (Kaffi) recording] Since yesterday, in Moroni the 
power is in the hands of civilians: two leading figures 
of the Comoran opposition — Mohamed Taki of the 
National Union for Democracy in the Comoros [UNDC] 
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and Said Ali Kemal of the Chum party — appointed by 
the putschists as co-presidents. [passage omitted] 


Regarding Bob Denard’s mercenaries, they today rein- 
forced the defense of a disused airfield near the port of 
Moroni, which is 100 meters from the French embassy. 
The airfield might be used during possible intervention 
by the French army. The mercenaries have conspicu- 
ously placed two buses belonging to the air Comores 
corporation across the runway to prevent any landings. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


French Troops Storm Island 


AB0410070595 Paris AFP in English 
0652 GMT 04 Oct 95 


[Report by Michel Moutot] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Moroni, Oct 4 (AFP) — 
French troops stormed the Comoro Islands Wednesday 
[4 October] to snuff out a putsch led by mercenaries. 


Exchanges of fire between French commandos and 
mercenaries under 66-year-old French soldier of fortune 
Bob Denard in this former French colony off east Africa 
left several people wounded, witnesses said. 


By dawn the French troops were in control of the main 
international airport of Hahaya north of Moroni, of a 
second put disused airfield in the capital and of the area 
round the French embassy. 


The noise of heavy weapons and automatic fire ripped 
through Moroni around 5.30 a.m. (0230 GMT) as Puma 
helicopters with French markings flew low over the 
capital. 


Fighting went on for several hours on the airport tarmac 
and several people were wounded in putschist ranks, 
including some who were in critical condition. There 
were no losses on the French side. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Christian Soum who is commanding 
the French forces at Hahaya said fighting was still going 
on at 08:30 a.m. (0530 GMT). 


A taxi driver travelling near the disused airstrip where 
mercenaries dug in Tuesday was wounded, according to 
witnesses. 


Residents contacted by telephone said gunfire could 
also be heard around the nearby Kandani military 
base, where the putschists have been holding 80-year- 
old President Said Mohamed Djohar a prisoner since 
they overthrew the government and seized strategic 
installation on Thursday last week. 


One fixed-wing aircraft overflew Moroni as the fighting 
continued. 
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In Paris, a spokesman for the French foreign ministry 
said the intervention was designed to "put an end to the 
agression by mercenaries”. 


"Intervention by France became indispensable because 
of the persistence of a group of mercenaries who are 
holding President Djohar and their attempt, in violation 
of all constitutional principles, to confer power on so- 
called civilian authorities," the spokesman said. 


The mercenaries freed politicians and soldiers Thursday 
who had been jailed for their role in an attempicd coup 
in 1992, and set up a transitional military junta under 
freed Comoran army captain Ayouba Combo. 


He appointed two opposition politicians as "co- 
presidents". They announced pending presidential 
elections under the "total control" of the United Na- 
tions, which had not been consulted. 


French Prime Minister Alain Juppe said the day after 
the coup that there was "no question" of French inter- 
vention, but France put its 4,000 troops in the region on 
alert and sent warships, with landing dinghies, to the ar- 
chipelago, located between Mozambique and the island 
of Madagascar. 


Ousted Prime Minister Caabi el-Yashrutu took refuge in 
the heavily-guarded French embassy, declared himself 
interim president in Djohar’s absence, and called for 
France to honour a 1978 defence pact and send in troops 
to oust the putschists, as it did in 1989 after a previous 
coup led by Denard. 


On Tuesday, the mercenaries reinforced their defenses 
around several strategic locations, including the disused 
airfield near the port, the Radio Comoros building and 
the Hahaya airport. 


French warships, which took on landing dinghies at the 
French island of Reunion, farther east in the Indian 
Ocean, had been visible off the capital since Tuesday, 
when a French government official said in Paris that 
20 commandos from an elite unit of the paramilitary 
gendarmerie were on their way to the region as part of 
a "prepositioning" of French forces. 


French troops were on alert on the neighbouring French- 
ruled island of Mayotte, on Reunion, and in Djibouti, 
on the Horn of Africa. 


Combo warned Monday that French military interven- 
tion would lead to civil war. 


"We will not leave our country and we are ready to die," 
the bearded captain told journalists. 


Said Ali Kemal, one of the two "co-presidents” installed 
by the putschists, said Tuesday that a "government of 
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national unity" would be named Wednesday to prepare 
for presidential elections. 


But he admitted that he had not received any assurances 
from the United Nations or any country that they would 
be prepared to endorse the coup by supervising the polls. 


Denard was the Comoros’ strongman from 1978 to 1989 
as chief of the presidential guard, and has been involved 
in coups and civil wars through Africa for three decades. 


He has a Comoran wife, and holds dual French- 
Comoran citizenship. 


Denard Calls For Cease-Fire 


LD0410081495 Paris France-Inter Radio Network 
in French 0700 GMT 4 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] French troops started their 
intervention in the Comoros early this morning. Their 
Objective, quite obviously, is to dislodge those who 
carried out a coup and seized power six days ago. 
Helicopters attacked a disused airport in the capital and 
the international airport. According to the latest news, 
the French special forces now control the two airports 
and the vicinity of the French embassy. 


There seems to be violent fighting between the French 
troops and Bob Denard’s mercenaries. Some people 
have reportedly been killed and several injured, some 
seriously, among the mercenaries, and no casualties 
have been reported among the French troops so far. 


Bob Denard, who spoke on the telephone to our 
colleagues at France-2 a few minutes ago, is calling 
for a cease-fire to prevent the worst: 


[Begin Denard recording] We are going to try to prevent 
bloodshed, but not at any price. I do not want the men 
who are with me here to be imprisoned again, because 
[words indistinct] in prison. They are going to kill them 
if they let them go [as heard]. No, I don’t, I don’t want 
to have this kind of thing on my conscience. I would 
rather die. When one leads something, one takes it to 
the end, but taking it to the end does not mean to be 
mad. I am sensible, and things will not get out of hand, 
but, but... [changes thought] Negotiations are going to 
be initiated. Right now, a cease-fire is being discussed, 
but of course [words indistinct] some pressure is being 
applied... [changes thought] I am not a prisoner yet. So 
they should not put pressure on us, they should let us 
recover our units which are... [changes thought] It is not 
that easy, we do not have the sophisticated means of the 
French army. As I say, I have nothing to lose. I have 
given everything for this country. [end recording] 


In spite of Bob Denard’s statement, the cease-fire has 
not come into effect yet in Comoros and the worst is 
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happening: two people have already died and several 
have been injured in fighting in the capital. It seems 
that the two dead are two French journalists who were 
covering the developments. 


France is intervening in Comoros in accordance with 
the bilateral agreements signed in November 1978. 


Correspondent Describes Situation 


LD0410091995 Paris LCI Television in French 
0800 GMT 4 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Announcer] France inter- 
vened in Comoros this morning to dislodge Bob Denard 
and his mercenaries. According to the Foreign Ministry, 
the intervention was launched at the request of the prime 
minister of that country. It became essential in view of 
the stubbornness of the coup leaders, who are still hold- 
ing President Djohar. 


It seems that fighting went on for several hours. I am 
told that Loic Berrou is on the line from there. Loic, 
what is happening? Can you give an update of the 
situation? 


[Berrou] As you can imagine, the situation is rather 
confused right now. I can tell you how the operation, 
called Operation Azalee, took place. It was launched at 
midnight with two simultaneous dispatches of marine 
commandos, who !eft from the frigate Floreal. One 
of them stormed Moroni airport, some 20 km from 
the center of town, and the other stormed a small 
disused airport opposite the French Embassy in the 
town center. These two commando groups had to fight, 
they had to put up with resistance they may not have 
expected. At the airport, we saw several injured men 
— no French troops so far, but several mercenaries, 
including a white mercenary, a French national, who 
is injured at the airport. It seems that fighting went on 
from midnight to 0200 at the airport before the first 
Transall aircraft was able to land. More Transall planes 
and Puma helicopters followed in rapid succession — 
five are still on the tarmac. I am just back from the 
airport. They brought some 500 French troops. Some are 
currently stationed at the airport and others — members 
of the special operations command — have stormed the 
French embassy. There are about 150 of them in the 
town center. There is a no-man’s iand between these two 
places, which is still under the control of Bob Denard’s 
men and the Comoran army. 


[Announcer] Thank you, Loic Berrou. Bob Denard said 
this morning that the French mercenaries with him 
will not surrender to the French troops. Denard said 
to Europe Number One that he is disgusted by this 
Operation designed to restore crooks who have been 
plundering the country for five years. 
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This is not Bob Denard’s first attempt; he is a coup 
expert. [passage omitted] 


Denard’s biggest mistake is to have been under some 
illusion as to the reaction of France. In Paris, there 
is great concern for international respectability right 
now. The sole nuclear test campaign has given us 
a reputation; hence the forceful intervention currently 
under way. 


One question remains: specialized circles were not 
ignorant of Denard’s preparations for this coup. He was 
allowed to get on with it. Why? He fell into a trap, and 
this undoubtedly foreshadows a real settling of scores 
within what is called the Franco-African family, among 
those responsible for France’s African policy. 


righting Further Detailed 


AB0410090095 Paris AFP in English 
0847 GMT 04 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Moroni, Oct 4 (AFP) — 
Rebel soldiers loyal to French mercenary Bob Denard 
seized Europeans and threatened to kill them Wednes- 
day after French commandos stormed the Comoro Is- 
lands overnight to snuff out a coup. 


Denard’s men seized the Europeans at a road block and 
took them into a heavily-fortified military camp where 
the coup participants have gone to ground, witnesses in 
the former French colony said. 


"All this is France’s fault. We are going to kill the aid 
workers,” one soldier shouted. 


White journalists were Icft unmolested provided they 
could produce professional credentials. 


The French forces struck at 05:30 a.m. (0230 GMT) 
seven days after Denard and handful of white merce- 
naries led a coup against the regime of President Said 
Mohamed Djohar. 


The French troops captured .e international airport 
north of Moroni in heavy fighting and were also in 
control of a disused airstrip where the rebels dug in 
Tuesday. 


But coup leader Bob Denard, a 66-year-old French 
adventurer who has been involved in civil wars for three 
decades, refused to order his men to lay down their 
arms. 


"It is out of the question to disarm my men, otherwise 
tomorrow they will be dead,” he told reporters at the 
military base outside the capital which he seized in the 
early hours of the coup on Thursday last week. 


The fighting, witnessed by AFP, started just after 
midnight and was continuing well after daybreak. 
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A number of rebels were wounded in the fighting at the 
Hahaya international airport, 20 kilometres (12 miles) 
north of Moroni, some of them critically. 


French troops said they had taken 29 prisoners, includ- 
ing two French mercenaries, but suffered no casualties 
themselves. 


Fighting at the international airport between the French 
navy commandos who landed by rubber dinghy from 
a frigate offshore and rebels led by mercenaries was 
still going on at 8:30 a.m. (0530 GMT), but the French 
troops were visibly in control. 


French commandos fired back at the occupants of two 
cars who sprayed the French embassy with bullets, 
killing or wounding them. The bodies of two Comoran 
soldiers were still lying face-down outside the embassy 
an hour later. 


The same commandos killed a motorcyclist with a bullet 
in the neck as he was carrying French photographer 
Patrick Duran, of the Sygma agency, as a pillion 
passenger toward the embassy. 


Durand received minor injuries to a foot and an elbow, 
and was given first aid by a French army medical team 
at the international airport. 


The putschists were still holding 80-year-old President 
Said Mohamed Djohar a prisoner at the Kandani base, 
where Denard was holed up, six kilometres (four miles) 
from the capital. 


Rebels were still in control of the radio station during 
the morning, but were not visible elsewhere in the 
Capital. 


Ousted Prime Minister Caabi el-Yashrutu took refuge 
in the embassy as the putsch began. declaring himself 
interim president in Djohar’s absc..ce and calling for 
France to honour a 1978 defence pact and send in troops 
to oust the putschists, as it did in 1989 after a previous 
coup led by Denard. 


He confirmed in a statement to AFP early Wednesday 
that he has asked for French military help "in a letter 
sent on October 3 to the French ambassador in the 
Comoros". [passage omitted] 


Premier Forms New Government 


AU0410101895 Paris AFP in English 
0958 GMT 4 Oct 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, Oct 4 (AFP) — Comoro 
Islands Prime Minister Caabi el Yachourtu Mohamed 
announced the formation of a new government of 
“national unity" on Wednesday amid a French invasion 
following a coup. 
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The list, provided to AFP in Paris: 
— Prime minister: Caabi E] Yachourtu Mohamed. 


— Rural development, fisheries and environment: Halidi 
Abderemane Ibrahim. 

— Public health, social affairs and population: Mo- 
hamed Abdou Madi. 

— Foreign affairs and cooperation. Mouzaoir Abdallah. 
— Finance and the budget: Abdoulmajid ‘Youssouf. 
— Education and techni al and professional courses: 
Abdou Souefou. 

— The economy, industry, planning, and commerce: 
Ahmed Said Issilam. 

— Equipment, energy, urbanism and housing: Houmed 
Msaidie Mdahoma. 

— Information, posts and telecommunications, culture, 
youth and sport: Kamardine Abdou. 

— Justice and Islamic affairs: Soilih Hassan. 

— Transport, tourism and artisanal affairs: Ahamada 
Youssouf Abdallah. 

— The interior and decentralisation: Bianrifi Tarmidi. 
— Civil service, administrative reform, labour and 
employment: Chaharane Said Ali. 

— Cabinet secretary: Attoumane Boina Issa. 


Parties represented in the new government: 
— Forum for National Recovery. 


— Democratic Front. 

— Comorian Peoples Front. 

— Movement for Democracy and Progress/New Demo- 
cratic Generation of the Comoros. 

— Comorian Party for Democracy and Progress. 

— Rally for Change and Democracy. 

— Movement for Renewal and Democratic Action. 

— Rally for Renewal and Democracy. 

— Union for Democracy and Organisation in the 
Comoros (Uwezo). 

— Union of Democrats for Decentralisation. 

— Rally for Change and Democracy. 

— Mayesha Bora. 

— UTC [expansion unknown). 


Rebels Free Military Advisers 


AB0410100895 Paris AFP in English 
1006 GMT 04 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Moroni, Oct 4 (AFP) — Rebels 
released two French military advisers Wednesday after 
arresting them earlier in the day as French special forces 
stormed the Comoro Islands to quash a putsch led by 
French mercenary Bob Denard. 


One adviser suffered a heart attack and was given first 
aid by mercenaries, then taken to the French embassy, 
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Denard told journalists at the Kandani military base, six 
kilometres (four miles) out of Moroni, where he was 
holed up. 


The two advisers, a Captain and a ;cgimental sergeant 
major, had been arrested on the personal initiative of 
rebel guards, Denard said, denying that a third man had 
also been arrested, as reported by a taxi-driver. 


Denard on French Intervention 


LD0410123695 Paris LCI Television in French 
1100 GMT 4 Oct 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Announcer] The French 
Army has intervened in Comoros six days after the 
coup led by the mercenary Bob Denard. A total of 
600 men landed at dawn. The intervention, in which 
at least two people were killed, is not over. The Fren 4 
forces have resumed their progress toward the military 
camp where the rebels have entrenched themselves. 
Christophe Moulin reports: 


[Moulin] The operation started early this morning. 
[passage omitted] A total of 900 French troops are 
taking part in the operation, and three warships are still 
stationed off Moroni. [passage omitted] The Comoran 
radio is repoitedly still under the control of Denard and 
his men, but an attack may be launched. 


Given the progress of the special forces, the coup leaders 
have entrenched themselves in the military camp of 
Kandani 6 km north of the capital. In their retreat, 
they reportedly detained at least three Europeans, and 
they have threatened to kill them in the event that 
intervention takes place. 


[Announcer] We have just heard that the rebels have 
released the aid workers they kidnapped this morning. 


bob Denard has expressed his determination. This is 
Denard: 


{Begin Denard recording] I am disgusted because | 
would never have thought that France could launch a 
military operation. It was ...[pauses] It is always possible 
to...[pauses] We speak the same language, we have 
brothers in arms opposite us. It makes me sick to see 
what is happening today, because the Comoran people 
could have done without it. 


I do not know what is going to happen later on, but 
this is not a problem for me. I am totally committed. 
At 67, I am not going to renege on my commitment. 
I do not understand, I do not really understand, there 
was...[pauses] I have come pack here, they had a debt 
of honor. When I left, on 15 December 1989, I told 
Combo that I would return. If they had not imprisoned 
him, if they had not tortured him, I might not have kept 
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my word, but in view of what has happened 3o far, | 
think it was my duty. I have done my duty, and I am 
proud of it. [end recording] 


Surrender Negotiations Under Way 


AB0410124095 Paris AFP in Englisi. 
1222 GMT 04 Oci 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Faris, Oct 4 (AFP) — French 
mercenary Bob Denard said Wednesday [4 October] Fe 
was negotiating his surrender after French special forces 
invaded the Comorian capital of Moroni at dawn, French 
radio reported. 


Asked "Are you negotiating your surrender?” Denard 
replied "Yes. That’s right.” Denard was questioned in 
the barracks near the capital where he is holed up. 


Denard, who led a coup d’etat here last week, told 
Radio Television Luxembourg that lighting had stopped 
following the French intervention. 


Denard: Fighting Has Stopped 


LD0410135095 Paris France-2 Television Network 
in French 1200 GMT 4 Oct 95 


[Telephone interview with Bob Denard, leader of the 28 
September coup in Comoros, by Patrick Chene — live] 


[FBIS Translated Text} [Chene] We are speaking live 
by teler’ yne to Bob Denard. Bob Denard, I hope you 
can hes: \\ because the line is not good. 


[Denay!} Ys, I am listening to you. 
{Chene] bo you hear me? 
[Denard] Hello. 


{Chene] We would like to know what your motivations 
were. We thought you had retired and now it seems that 
you are back in business again, if I may say so. 


[Denard] Yes, negotiations are under way between 
me and the French soldiers at the moment. We have 
maintained contact and fighting has stopped. | am 
waiting for information so we can reach an agreement 
on the conditions of surrender. 


[Chene] What are your motivations, Bob Denard? Why 
did you go back to the Comoros? 


[Denard] I can’t hear you. 


[Chene] Your motivations, Bob Denard? Why did you 
go back to the Comoros? 


[Denard] I am in a good state of mind, I am very calm. 
I hope things will not get worse and that we will be able 
to find a solution for the whole of this affair which has 
Started and ow seem as if it is going to end badly. 
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[Chene] What did you go to the Comoros for, Bob 
Denard? Did you go to help a friend (Captain Combo]? 
Wtiat were your reasons? I wonder if you can hiecar me? 


(Denard, in progress]... to ponder over the events. We 
did not come here and we will not leave upon hearing 
the voice of the Holy Spirit. I think you have to know 
that I am a Comoran by heart and French by blood, my 
children are Comorans, and I came here tc settle a debt 
of honor. I can tell you that the widow of President 
Abdallah, whom I was accused of killing, asked to see 
me, and came to seem me and kissed me ‘telephone 
connection interupted]. 


[Chene] I don’t know if you can hear me, Bob Denard. 
A dispatch reached us three minutes ago, at 1257, 
anuouncing that an international arrest warrant has been 
issued against you. Did you know about it? 


[Denard] Yes, I nave heard about it. It seems that 
Mr. de Charette, the defense minister, or is it the 
foreign minister, is reported to have announced that an 
international arrest warrant has been issued against me. 
I don’t think there is any need for an arrest warrant 
for me to surrender. I will present myself to the court 
of my country if I have to. Things have to be seen 
from different angles as they are often seen from the 
authorities’ angle. The opinion of the opposite party has 
to be heard as it is too easy to blame someone before 
he is proven guilty. 


[Chene] Thank you, Bob Denard, for talking to us in 
these Jifficult conditions. 


Swaziland 


Incorporation Into RSA Reportedly ( ‘onsidered 


MB0410080695 Mbabane THE SWAZ) OBSEXVER 
in English 4 Oct 95 pp 1, 2 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A major diplomatic scandal 
has been triggered by the drunken utterances of a top 
western diplomat over secret diplomatic manoeuvres to 
have Swaziland incorporated into South Africa. 


According to reliable sources, a top western diplomat is 
alleged to have appealed to a local politician to assist 
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him scupper secret manoeuvres by another diplomat to 
have the Kingdom incorpoi ated into neighbouring South 
Africa. 


The diplomat claimed that the behind-the-scenes ma- 
noeuvres were being spearheaded by another diplomat 
accredited to Swaziland who is campaigning for the 
country’s incorporation into South Africa. 


The incident is said to have occurred at an Ezulwini 
hotel. 


Approached to comment on the allegations, both diplo- 
mais who cannot be identified, described these us ru- 
mours and completely out of character. 


However the incident was confirmed by some patrons 
and staff of the hotel who conceded that the diplomat 
was in a drunken stupor when he spoke about the secret 
campaign to have Swaziland incorporated into South 
Africa. 


Impeccable sources in the diplomatic circles and the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs yesterday confirmed that 
such a rumour has been circulating within the local 
diplomatic cominunity. 


The Principal Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Mr 
iwwiduduzi Magongo expressed shock at this disclosure 
when asked for comment but promised that an investi- 
gation will be launched to determine the authenticity 
of the accusations. 


It is believed that a group of academicians financed by a 
wesiern donor did hold a meeting in a southern African 
country to discuss the incorporation of Swaziland into 
South Africa. However it is not clear what the resolution 
of that meeting was. 


Meanwhile intense diplomatic manoeuvres were under- 
stood to be taking place yesterday afternoon in a bid to 
discredit the rumours over the incorporation issue. But 
none of the diplomats contacted to comment was will- 
ing to substantiate or discredit the allegations. 
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Cote d’lvoire 


Bedie Statement on Meeting With Opposition 


AB0310144195 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 1307 GMT 3 Oct 95 


["Excerpt" of statement by President Konan Bedie 
at meeting with opposition party leaders at Bedie’s 
residence in Cocody district in Abidjan on 3 October 
— recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] In our capacity as government, 
which is an important center and a crossroad, we are 
being fully informed of what is taking place at all levels 
and at all meetings. We are informed about all that is 
being planned or done in all sectors of activity. This 
is normal. The republic must be informed so that the 
citizens will live in freedom, as well as in security. At a 
given time, taking into account all these reliable reports 
and the dangers we saw, especially the organization of 
the first marches and sit-ins, we wanted to forestall any 
excess. It was for that purpose that we issued the 20 
September decree to require that we all behave calmly 
and peacefully in the runup to the elections. Then, I later 
addressed the nation by warning against those dangers 
and called on all politicians to maintain a culture of 
peace, so that together, we can regain our awareness. 


I do not think that my call has been heeded. The re- 
sponse has been the organization of the demonstra- 
tions that we are witnessing and that have plunged Cote 
d’Ivoire into mourning. We are having a brotherly dia- 
logue, among Ivorians. It is superfluous to tell you that 
these demonstrations are being organized by the Ivorian 
Popular Front [FPI], the Rally of Republicans [RDR], 
and the party of my former deputy, Bamba Morifere 
{Ivorian Socialist Party, PSI], who all claim responsi- 
bility for the demonstrations. Why? They theniselves 
give the reasons for these demonstration: We want the 
withdrawal of the electoral code. We want an indepen- 
dent national commission. We want the postponement 
of the elections. We want the establishment of a tran- 
sitional government and so on. We are then starting 
from below the point where we were, whereas we had 
made some steps forward. I thought these steps were 
those of the government toward the opposition parties 
concerned, as well 2s the steps of the opposition to- 
ward the government. There is one thing that we must 
understand: Discussions which are centered around the 
electoral code have nothing to do with the Democratic 
Party of Cote d’Ivoire [PDCT]. It is the government that 
organizes elections. So, if there should be any dialogue 
between parties concerning parties, it should be a dia- 
logue between these parties and the government. I do 
not understand why they are always telling the PDCI: 
Let us sit down. We have never been a party state. In 
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all democratic countries, a party holds power and wins 
the confidence of the people following elections. This 
is what happened in 1990 in Cote d'Ivoire. So, the gov- 
ernment results from that majority, but that does not 
mean that it is the PDCI that rules Cote d’Ivoire. The 
government keeps to the principles of the state, and the 
PDCI keeps to the regulations guiding the political par- 
ties. Therefore, it is deceptive to say the PDCI does not 
want to hold discussions with you. As far as the elcc- 
toral code is concerned, there is no point discussing it 
with the PDCI. You should discuss it with the govern- 
ment, which is represented by the minister of interior, 
with the possibility of appealing to the prime minister, 
then to the president of the Republic. 


But right from the beginning, I personally engaged in 
direct dialogue with those who were making the petition. 
I therefore granted audience here to representatives of 
the FPI, RDR — the leaders — and the PPS [Party for 
Progress and Solidarity] before my trip to Morocco, and 
it was while we sat around that table behind there that 
they told me that, the aim of our action is not to fight for 
the withdrawal of the electoral code, we have come here 
for such issues that I have earlier mentioned, namely, 
the role of prefects, electoral commission, indelible 
ink, transparent ballot boxes, and so on. It was only 
the PPS leader, Mr. Bamba Morifere, who expressed 
his disagreement, saying that, Mr. President with the 
authority you wield, you can withdraw or amend the 
electoral code and I trust you for that. 


So, you can judge by yourselves that even within the 
ranks of the opposition parties, many people still live 
in the era of the one-party political system and think 
that once a law it passed by a parliamentary majority 
and promulgated by the leader of state, the latter still 
has the latitude to do what he pleases with the law. 
So, while we want democracy to be enthroned, we are 
sometimes tempted, when we find it convenient, to say 
we trust the head of state to withdraw the law. 


In the name of democracy and with due respect for the 
people, no matter how modest they are, I cannot not do 
this. 1 am saying this because I am the one who speaks 
on behalf of the entire Ivorian people. No other political 
leader can, all by himself, speak on behalf of all Ivorian 
people, though he can speak on behalf of his supporters. 
As the head of state, I fully measure the importance and 
dimension of parties. 


It was in 1990, when the entire nation had gathered, 
that the decision to revert to the strict implementation 
of the Constitution was made, since many people 
claimed at that time that they had observed a break 
in national consensus within the sole ruling party. I 
think the country keenly followed this, and we returned 
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to the multiparty system, which prevailed right before 
independence. So, is there any need to request today 
that everything must be done according to the rule of 
consensus and not the rule of the majority? And when 
the consensus, the compromise, is partial, since there 
were only five votes opposing the law, then in fact, if 
there is a fresh request for its withdrawal after this law 
has been passed, we now find ourselves on the other 
side — that is behind the fence — meaning that we 
would now have preferred a unanimous law, although 
at the beginning we wanted to build a multiparty system, 
a pluralist democracy. Let’s be coherent and logical in 
the position we adopt. 


I will not revisit the electoral law. Some have asked for 
the extension of the electoral time table. The electoral 
dates are fixed in accordance with the Constitution 
and there is no need for a one-year postponement 
of the elections and the inception of a transitional 
government. But have we really studied the Cote 
d'Ivoire Constitution? Such a move is not necessary. 
Supposing that elections are help up or delayed, you 
know, anyway, that Article 10 of the Constitution 
stipulates that the president’s tenure expires only when a 
new president has been elected, you are aware of this. So 
many are deceiving themselves. It has also been stated 
under Article 11 of the same Constitution that in case of 
an exceptional situation, the president of the Republic 
adopts exceptional measures after consulting the speaker 
of the National Assembly, and the National Assembly 
is forthwith convened. 


Republican Front Holds News Conference 


AB0310225595 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 2000 GMT 3 Oct 95 


|FBIS Translated Text] After this morning’s meeting 
with the head of state, Republican Front [RF] members 
this afternoon called a news conference. Our correspon- 
dent Pascal Amani Kouadio reports. 


[Begin recording] [Kouadio] At the news conference, 
the RF members called for the presidential election’s 
postponement, the formation of a transitional govern- 
ment, and the electoral code’s withdrawal. The Ivorian 
Popular Front [FPI] leader said he has obtained over 
5,000 signatures and has the 20 million CFA [African 
Financial Community] francs deposit required of candi- 
dates. 


[Gbagbo] Here are the signatures obtained by candidate 
Laurent Gbagbo: southern region, southwestern region, 
central region, western central region, western region, 
eastern region, northern central region, northwestern 
region, western region, and the signatures from the 
northern region. [video shows Gbagbo displaying region 
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by region files containing the signatures) [applause] So 
we have over 5,000 signatures. Even if the voters cards 
are distributed in a day, the FPI will obtain more that 
5,000 signatures. Signatures cannot be a check on the 
progress of democracy in the country. [applause] Here 
is a briefcase containing 20 million CFA francs. So it 
is not a question of money. If in 1990, lack of money 
did not prevent us from running, it will again not be an 
obstacle in 1995. [applause] 


[Kouadio} Laurent Gbagbo clearly stated that he will 
not be a candidate so long as the electoral code is not 
withdrawn. 


[Gbagbo] I reject the electoral code and I shall not be a 
Candidate in any election organized in accordance with 
the provisions of the electoral code. [end recording] 


To ‘Actively’ Boycott Elections 


AB0410092595 Abidjan Radio Cote d'Ivoire Chaine 
Nationale-Une Network in French 
0700 GMT 4 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Republican Front [RF] 
leaders held a news conference yesterday at the former 
premises of the Association of Certified Engineers and 
Technicians of Cote d'Ivoire in Treichville. This came 
soon after their meeting with President Bedie at his 
Cocody residence. 


They announced that they are actively going to boycott 
the elections. In other words, they will not take part in 
the elections, and they will do everything possible to 
prevent them from being held. 


Riots Claim 1 Life; SOTRA Buses Damaged 


AB0210230595 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 2000 GMT 2 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Two events marked the 
national news today. The first event was the first 
investors forum held at the Hotel Ivoire this morning. 
We shall report on this shortly. The second event 
concerns the incidents which occurred today in Abidjan 
and in some localities in the interior. Thomas Bahinchi 
reports on events in Abidjan. 


[Begin recording] [Bahinchi] It is here at the Yopougon 
SIPOREX [expansion unknown] crossroads, close to the 
Texaco station, that a gendarmerie vehicle overturned. 
Protesters threw large stones at the wind screen, the 
driver lost control, and this lead to a tragedy. A 
gendarme died outright, while four others were seriously 
injured, one seriously because the protesters pulled him 
out of the vehicle, took his weapon and beat him with it. 
They abandoned him there unconscious, carrying away 
the weapon. On the Yopougon principal route, tires were 
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burned here and there. Another Gendarmerie vehicle 
was also damaged this morning at Yopougon. 


Elsewhere, at Abobo, the mayor's residence was ran- 
sacked. About 10 cars belonging to the mayor and his 
visitors were damaged and looted. After scaling over the 
wall of the mayor’s residence, the protesters snatched 
about 10 sacks of rice and all of the mayor’s crockery. 
Once again, as has been the case for weeks, the Abidjan 
Transport Company [SOTRA]’s buses were not spared. 


{Unidentified SOTRA official] This bus was seriously 
damaged and all the connecting rods broken. There is 
a new development in this escalation of violence: The 
attackers set the bus ablaze with an inflammable liquid. 
They entered the bus and set fire to it. You have seen 
for yourself that the seats were burned and there is 
complete desolation here within the company. We think 
this situation should not continue. It is an iniquitous, 
unacceptable, and cowardly act to damage buses in the 
hope of crippling the country’s economy. We are an 
element of the country’s development. We think we 
have a role to play, and we have been playing it. The 
buses belong to all Ivorians, and damaging the buses 
means hitting at the heart of the country’s economy. 
We want Ivorians to react so that people around them 
stop this kind of behavior. Things cannot continue this 
way. 


{Bahinchi] The consequences are certain. All those who 
take the bus arrived late for work or did not go to work 
at all. The protesters, who also use the bus, caused long 
queues at bus stops. Some of the passengers, fearing 
nightfall, preferred to brave the journey by foot, just like 
the protesters. SOTRA officials are unable to explain the 
situation. 


[SOTRA official] In December 1993, the SOTRA had 
280 vehicles, now we have 750 vehicles. A considerable 
effort has been made by the government and people 
should appreciate it and stop damaging the buses, 
otherwise we risk going back to the previous situation. 
Maybe they want SOTRA’s demise, but if the SOTRA 
is no more, I do not know how they will get to work. A 
bus takes 120 persons and an articulated bus takes 180 
persons. It will take 10 Dyna minibuses to replace an 
articulated bus. Well, if they want Abidjan to be run by 
only Dyna minibuses, then they can continue destroying 
our buses. I have been searching for answers, but I 
do not understand the deep motivation of these people. 
Maybe others understand them, but I do not understand 


why people destroy public property. 


{Bahinchi] There is no need for questions any more. 
The intentions are clear. They have a foreboding that 
the election results will reveal the truth on the ground. 
These results will constitute an unpalatable truth which 
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they would like to avoid by creating an insurrectionary 
climate to make believe that the country is in a crisis. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


Further Details Provided 


AB0210180195 Paris AFP in French 
1546 GMT 2 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Abidjan, 2 Oct [AFP] -— 
Several persons sustained injuries, some from bullets, 
today in Cote d'Ivoire during numerous protests, which 
according to opposition parties were the most violent 
in the country’s history. The protests erupted just as 
the head of state Henri Konan Bedie was opening an 
investors forum which is being attended by French 
Cooperation Minister Jacques Godfrain. Responding 
to an AFP journalist's question on the protests, Mr. 
Godfrain described the question as "irrelevant". [passage 
omitted ] 


In the provinces, protests took place in several urban 
centers. At San Pedro in the east, two persons were 
seriously injured, at Daloa, in the western central part 
of the country, a court and the mayor’s offices were 
set on fire, and at Bouake, in central Cote d'Ivoire, 
three persons were wounded by bullets, according to 
hospital officials. Today’s protests were organized by 
the Republican Front, a coalition of Cote d’Ivoire’s 
main opposition parties, in defiance of a 20 September 
presidential decree banning all marches and sit-ins 
for three months. They are Cemanding, among other 
things, an electoral code reform, the establishment of 
an independent electoral commission and state media 
"liberalization." 


To date, only five persons have officially registered for 
the presidential race. The two main opposition parties, 
Laurent Gbagbo’s Ivorian Popular Front and the Rally 
of Republicans, a grouping of ex-Premier Alassane 
Ouattara’s followers, had refused to file their candidacy 
papers within the prescribed deadline, before 2400 on 1 
Oct. 


Opposition Issues Statement 


AB0310131695 Abidjan LA VOIE in French 
3 Oct 95 pb 


[Statement issued by Abou Drahamane Sangare, Ivorian 
Popular Front national secretary in charge of external 
relations, in Abidjan on 2 October] 


[FBIS Translated Text] In view of the government's 
obstinate refusal to sit down and hold discussions on the 
conditions for fair and transparent elections, the Ivorian 
Popular Front ([FPI] urged its activists, as well as all 
political and social democratic forces to continue the 
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peaceful struggle for the withdrawal of the Bombet- 
Bedie electoral code, the adoption of a consensual 
electoral code, and the establishment of an independent 
electoral commission to oversee the entire electoral 
process. 


To that end, a series of demonstrations have been staged 
nationwide since 5 September. Those demonstrations 
passed off without incident, and were staged under po- 
lice supervision. Contrary to all expectations, however, 
the government, in response to our call for dialogue and 
as though to fly in the face of public opinion, issued a 
decree banning public demonstrations — marches, sit- 
ins, actions that will bring traffic to a standstill, and 
so on. This decree, which is clearly illegal, was the 
ready-made excuse to launch savage and brutal repres- 
sion against the political and social democratic forces 
which are waging a struggle for fair and transparent 
elections. 


During the 2 October national march, this repression 
reached heights of rare atrocity. Lives were lost, as 
is borne out by the following heavy casualty list: 
One person died in Bouafle, two people died in Wan- 
golodougou, and one person died in San-Pedro. They 
were all shot dead by the forces of repression. The ca- 
sualty list also includes one person who was seriously 
wounded in Yopougon, people who sustained gunshot 
wounds in Bouafie and San-Pedro, and numerous other 
people who were wounded in Daloa, Bouake, Wan- 
golodougou, and so on. Several people were arrested, in- 
cluding Comrade Michel Amani N’Guessan, the Bouake 
federation secretary general — who was later released 
— Comrade Sadie, the secretary general of the Man 
District section, Comrade Yake Diomande of the Man 
section of the Rally of Republicans, and others. This is 
only a partial casualty list, and we are awaiting further 
information from our local representatives. 


Tne FPI condemns these acts of cruel barbarism in 
the strongest terms, and holds the Democratic Party 
of Cote d'Ivoire, its president, and its government 
responsible for the current situation which is developing 
into widespread chaos by the day. The FPI, filled with 
dismay and deeply moved, wishes to pay its last respects 
to those who were shot dead by the forces of repression. 
The names of these illustrious fighters will remain 
forever engraved in the memory and history of the 
Ivorian nation as martyrs of the struggle for dernocratic 
freedoms. 


The FPI extends its profound compassion and condo- 
lences to the families, friends, and comrades of the vic- 
tims. It expresses solidarity with and support for its com- 
rades who have been wounded physically and whose 
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dignity has been bruised, and wishes them speedy re- 
covery. 


The FPI is pleased with the mobilization and determina- 
tion of its activists in the face of these extremely serious 
events. It encourages them to resist repression, and to 
continue now more than ever to fight for the withdrawal 
of the electoral code and the holding of fair and trans- 
parent elections. 


In struggle and hope. 


Bedie Bans Newspaper Over Interview 


ABO210112595 Abidjan LA VOIE in French 
2 Oct 95 pb 


[FBIS Translated Text] The general information 
monthly [as published] JEUNE AFRIQUE has been 
banned in Cote d’Ivoire. Why is that? As a matter 
of fact, Konan Bedie has reportedly decided to ban 
the paper in Cote d'Ivoire throughout the month of 
October. The latest edition, which was expected to 
have been available in newsstands on 28 September, 
can not be found. This is reportedly because it contains 
an article in which Alassane Dramane Ouattara reveals 
the identity of his parents. This proof of Ouattara’s 
nationality prompted Konan Bedie to ban the said 
edition in Cote d'Ivoire. 


Why are Ivorians being prevented from knowing a little 
more about the Ivorian nationality of Alassane Ouattara, 
whom the Democratic Party of Cote d'Ivoire calls an 
alien, therefore, disqualifying him from competing for 
the highest office? 


Nigeria 


Nadeco Demands Military Step Aside for Abiola 


AB0410133595 Paris AFP in English 
1330 GMT 04 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text Excerpt] Lagos, Oct 4 (AFP) — 
The largest Nigerian opposition group on Wednesday 
[4 October] rejected the military junta’s proposal to 
continue military rule for a further three years. 


The National Democratic Coalition [Nadeco], an um- 
brella group encompassing the main opposition groups 
in Africa’s most populous nation, denounced the an- 
nouncement by military ruler General Sani Abacha in 
a televised address Sunday that he intends to stay in 
power until October 1, 1998. 


The group demanded that the military, which has ruled 
Nigeria for most of the 35 years since independence 
from Britain, hand over to a government of national 
unity under Moshood Abiola. 
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Abiola, the presumed winner of presidential elections 
in 1993, was jailed last year after declaring himself 
president in defiance of the military. 


Sierra Leone 
Names of Alleged Coup Plotters Released 


AB0310153395 Paris AFP in English 
1440 GMT 3 Oct 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Freetown, Oct 3 (AFP) — The 
military government in the west African state of Sierra 
Leone announced Tuesday [3 October] it had survived 
a coup attempt and imprisoned six soldiers involved in 
the plot. 


Two other officers involved in the coup attempt are still 
at large, according to the military, who added, however, 
that "the situation is under control and there is no cause 
for alarm." 


According to a statement signed by a senior military 
spokesman, Major Karefa Kargbo, six men are being 
held "for plotting to overthrow the government and stop 
the ongoing democratisation process." 
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The statement named the six men as Major Mathew 
Kamara, Captain Abu-Bakarr Kamara, Captain Alie 
Badara Koroma, and Lieutenants Sahr Panda, Patrick 
Samura and James Conteh. 


The statement said that orders had been issued to arrest 
two other soldiers implicated in the plot, Lieutenants 
Kanja Sandy and Ina Sanu, now on the run. 


"If seen, all ranks are ordered to apprehend them at all 
cost or report their whereabouts to the military police," 
read the statement. 


The statement said all the officers will shortly face a 
military court martial for treason. If found guilty they 
could be shot by firing squad. 


It was not yet clear if any other officers were involved 
in the coup attempt, but military investigations were 
continuing. 


Local observers said earlier Tuesday it was unlikely that 
the Revolutionary United Front, which has been at war 
with the government for almost six years, was involved. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


BULK RATE 


U.S. POSTAGE 


PAID 


PERMIT NO. 352 
MERRIFIELD, VA. 


This is a U.S. Government publication produced by the Foreign Broadcast 
Information Service (FBIS). Its contents in no way represent the policies, 
views, or attitudes of the U.S. Government. 


FBIS collects, translates, disseminates, and analyzes foreign Open-source 
information on behalf of the U.S. Government. Its publications may contain 
copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination is prohibited with- 
out permission of the copyright owners. 


— Bracketed indicators before the first sentence of each item describe the 
way in which the material was processed by FBIS. 


— Headlines and all bracketed explanatory notes are supplied by FBIS. 


— Personal and place names are rendered in accordance with the decisions 
of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names as adapted by FBIS. Unverified 
names in radio and television material appear in parentheses and are 
spelled phonetically; words and phrases in parentheses preceded by a 
question mark are unclear in the original and deduced from context. 


SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION 


U.S. Government Customers 


For a list of FBIS products, to subscribe to 
an FBIS publication, or to indicate a 
change of address contact: 


FBIS 

P.O. Box 2604 

Washington, DC 20013-2604 
Telephone: (202) 338-6735 
FAX: (703) 733-6042 


Non-Government Customers 


Subscriptions are available from the 
National Technical Information Service: 


NTIS 

5285 Port Royal Road 
Springfield, V4 22161 
Telephone: (703) 487-4630 
FAX: (703) 321-8547 


New subscribers should expect a 30-day delay in receipt of the first issue. 


END OF 
FICHE 


DATE FILMED 
OCT 45 


